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Objectives
• Guidelines of Texas Vaccines for Children 

Program for Child and Adolescent 
Immunization Practices.

• Vaccine Requirements for School-Aged 
Children and Exemption guidelines.

• Benefits of timely ARIS (Annual Report of 
Immunization Survey) reporting.

• The importance and benefits of utilization 
of the Texas Immunization Registry (TIR).
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VFC Program Benefits
•Access to vaccines at no cost 
•Improved patient outcomes 
•Reduced administrative 
costs 
•Increase access to vaccine 
resources
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Vaccine  Formulary
16 vaccines on the VFC formulary:
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• COVID-19

• DTaP

• Hepatitis A

• Hepatitis B

• Hib

• HPV

• Influenza

• Measles, Mumps and 
Rubella

• MMRV

• Meningococcal

• Pneumococcal

• Polio

• Rotavirus

• RSV

• Tdap/Td

• Varicella (Chickenpox)



Eligibility Criteria
Children ages 18 years or younger who meet at least one of the 
following requirements:

• American Indian or Alaska Native
• Enrolled in Medicaid or is Medicaid-eligible
• Uninsured

• Underinsured
o A child who has commercial (private) health insurance, but 

coverage does not include vaccines 

o A child whose insurance covers only selected vaccines 
(TVFC-eligible for non-covered vaccines only), or 

o A child who has health insurance covering all vaccines, but 
the plan has a fixed dollar limit or cap on the amount that 
it will cover for vaccines (TVFC-eligible once fixed dollar 
amount or cap is reached) 

• Enrolled in CHIP. 
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Regional Team
10 Team Members

• Program Manager

• Assistant Program Manager

• 2 VFC Consultants

• 1 Facility Auditor

• Generalist Team Lead

• 4 Generalist 

• 1-Adult Safety Net 

    Coordinator

• ImmTrac2 Coordinator
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Vaccine Requirements 
for 

School-Aged Children



Immunization Requirements 
for Children and Students

State laws establish vaccination 
requirements for school 
children. These vaccination laws 
often apply not only to children 
attending public schools, but 
also to those attending private, 
parochial, and other types of 
schools.
State laws also offer exemptions 
to school vaccination 
requirements.



2025 – 2026 Texas Minimum State 
Vaccine Requirements Grades K-12

• Kindergarten - Dtap, MMR, 
polio,  and varicella

• Seventh Grade - meningococcal 
(meningitis) vaccine 

• Some states require additional 
vaccines, either for entry into

       kindergarten or for entry into      
       later grades.  





Exemptions 

 for 

Required 

Immunizations
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Types of 
Exemptions

•Medical Exemption

•Philosophical Exemption

•Religious Exemption
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Philosophical and 
Religious Exemptions

Philosophical Exemption Requirements:
• Signed and notarized 
• Valid for two years from the date of the 

notarization
Religious Exemption Requirements:
• Signed but does not require notarization
• Valid for two years from the date of the 

notarization

6/10/2026 14



Exemption for Medical 
Reasons

Medical Exemption Requirements:

• Dated and signed by a physician (M.D. or D.O.) properly licensed 
and in good standing in any state in the U.S. who has examined 
the child or student.

• Statement must state in the physician’s opinion, the vaccine 
required is medically contraindicated or poses a significant risk 
to the health and well-being of the child or student or any 
member of the child’s or student’s household.

• Unless it is written in the statement that a lifelong condition 
exists, the exemption statement is valid for only one year from 
the date signed by the physician.  
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Affidavit Request for Exemption 
from Immunizations for Reason 

of Conscience

A blank affidavit form may 
be downloaded from the 
Department of State 
Health Services (DSHS) 
website at 
www.dshs.Texas.gov 

The blank form must be 
signed by a notary public.
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Provisional 
Enrollment

Available for up to 30 days for
•Homeless or in foster care
•Student transfers from one 
Texas school to another in 
state. 
•Student is dependent on an 
active-duty service member.
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Annual Report of Survey 
(ARIS)



Annual Report of Immunization 
Status (ARIS)

The Annual Report of Immunization Status is a 
self-reported survey to measure immunization 
coverage among kindergarten and seventh grade 
students. 

• An annual assessment of children’s 
immunization record to ascertain compliance 
with the Texas school vaccination law. This 
information is used to estimate the school’s 
coverage and compliance rates. 

• Schools complete the survey online via Child 
Health Reporting System (CHRS) and the 
summary results are collected and submitted to 
the DSHS Ace Unit in Austin.
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Annual Report of Immunization 
Status Timeline

• Mid-October - Annual Report of 
Immunization Status Instructions Packets 
are emailed to Public Independent School 
Districts and Private Schools. 

• October 30th - Annual Report of 
Immunizations (ARIS) opens.

• November 1st thru November 30th – 
submission of data into CHRS.

• December 1st - Annual Report of 
Immunization Status Instructions Packet 
Mailed to Public ISD and Private Schools.

• Mid- December - ARIS closes.
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Audit Types
• School Audits 

• individual schools and districts to be 
audited based on schools that did not 
respond to the most recent ARIS

• those that reported unusually high 
numbers of students provisionally enrolled 
or delinquent with vaccine requirements. 

• Validation Survey 
• assesses the reliability of the school 

reported results of the ARIS
• results of the survey provide a 

statewide immunization compliance 
estimate used to determine the validity 
of the school 
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ImmTrac2 
Texas Immunization 

Registry



ImmTrac2 Texas 
Immunization Registry
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The Texas Immunization Registry also known as ImmTrac2 is a Texas based, 

secure, confidential, free, consolidating, and stores immunization records 
safely in one central location available to organizations such as healthcare 
providers, schools, and public health departments.

Participation is voluntary and requires written consent from parents or 
guardians granting permission to store the immunization record for 
minors under the age of 17 years old. Most children born in Texas 

hospitals are consented to ImmTrac2 through the birth registration 
process.

All healthcare providers and payors are required to report to ImmTrac2 
of all immunizations administered to clients who are 17 years of age 
and younger. 



Benefits of Enrolling 
with the Registry
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Schools have access to the registry and can verify if the 
student meets school requirements.

Secure – meets the highest security standards and only 
authorized providers can access the record.

The record can be used for childcare, school, college 
entrance, military enlistment, travel, employment in 
health and safety fields.

All doctors have access to the registry no matter how 
many times you move or change healthcare providers, 
immunization records will be at your fingertips.



Types
 of Consents

•Minor Consent
•Adult Consent
•Disaster Information   
Retention Consent 
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Minor Consent 

Minor Consent 

A parent/guardian 
consent is 

required for 
clients under 17 

years of age. 
Keeps standard 

immunizations for 
minors until 17 

years old.
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Adult Consent 

Minors Becoming 
Adults

Important!

The immunization records 
of a child turning 18 (by 

law) will be hidden in 
ImmTrac2 until the child 
signs an Adult consent. If 
the child does not sign an 
adult consent by the age 

of26, that child’s 
immunization record is 
purged from ImmTrac2.
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Disaster Information 
Retention Consent 

The Disaster Information 
Retention Consent Form

This form retains the 
disaster related 

information beyond the 5 
years. This form is used for 

different types of events 
such as a potential disaster, 

public health emergency, 
terrorist attack, hostile 
military or paramilitary 

action or extraordinary law 
enforcement emergency.
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Withdrawal of Consent 
and Confirmation Form 

If at any point, the 
individual wishes to 
remove their record 

from the registry, 
the individual will 
need to complete 

an ImmTrac2 
withdrawal form. 
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Vaccines Save Lives

Thank you 

Sandra Guynes

ImmTrac2 Coordinator

Temple Region 7
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